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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PEPR, SOPN, CA 
SUBJECT: LEVESQUE ON U.S. TV? 

1 . THE OFFICE OF PRIME MINISTER RENE LEVESQUE IS DICKERING 
WITH TWO U.S. NETWORKS FOR AN APPEARANCE BY THE PM "WITHIN 
THE NEXT FEW MONTHS" ACCORDING TO A MINISTRY OF INTERGOVERN- 
MENTAL AFFAIRS OFFICIAL. AMERICAN DESK OFFICER GUY 
LAFLEUR TOLD ME THAT LEVESQUE'S PRESS OFFICE IS NEGOTIATING 
WITH BOTH NBC AND PBS. 

2. NBC HAS INVITED LEVESQUE TO APPEAR ON "MEET THE PRESS" 

WHILE PBS IS CONSIDERING AN HOUR-LONG SPECIAL ON QUEBEC. 

THE PBS FORMAT WOULD CONSIST OF AN INTERVIEW WITH LEVESQUE 
INTERSPERSED WITH FILM CLIPS OF RECENT EVENTS IN QUEBEC 
HISTORY, INCLUDING DEGAULLE'S "VIVE LE QUEBEC LIBRE SPEECH," 

THE JUBILATION AT PQ PARTY HEADQUARTERS ON NOVEMBER 15, 

1976, AND SCENES FROM LEVESQUE'S RECENT TRIP TO PARIS. 

LAFLEUR FEELS THAT SUCH A FORMAT WOULD SHOW LEVESQUE IN 
HIS BEST LIGHT AND WOULD REACH A GREATER AUDIENCE IN THE 
U.S. LEVESQUE S PRESS SECRETARY, ROBERT MACKAY, IS LEANING 
TOWARD "MEET THE PRESS" ON THE GROUNDS THAT IT REACHES 

A MORE SELECT AUDIENCE OF OPINION-MAKERS. 
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3. COMMENT: IN A DECEMBER NEW YORK TIMES INTERVIEW LEVESQUE 
COMMENTED THAT WHILE 1977 WAS THE YEAR OF FRANCE, 1978 WAS 
THE YEAR QUEBEC WOULD TRY TO "BREAK THE ICE" IN THE U.S. 

WE HAVE ALREADY NOTED THAT THE MINISTRY FOR INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
AFFAIRS HAS EARMARKED DOLLARS ONE MILLION FOR AN EXPANDED 
PUBLIC RELATIONS CAMPAIGN AIMED AT THE U.S. THE PQ'S BIGGEST 
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MEDIA GUN IS OF COURSE LEVESQUE, WHO IS EXTREMELY EFFECTIVE 
ON TELEVISION, AND IT IS THEREFORE LOGICAL THAT A TV 
APPEARANCE SHOULD KICK OFF THE CAMPAIGN ALTHOUGH MORE THAN 
ONE TV APPEARANCE MAY BE IN THE WORKS. ACCORDING TO LAFLEUR 
ONE OF THE STICKING POINTS OF THE NEGOTIATIONS WITH NBC 
IS THE NETWORK'S INSISTENCE THAT LEVESQUE CANNOT APPEAR ON 
ANOTHER NETWORK FOR SIX MONTHS AFTER HIS "MEET THE PRESS" 

APPEARANCE. BOSWELL 
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